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BOROUGH  OF  SmiFORD, 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  fo 
the  year  1938. 


Prblic  Health  Officers  of  the  Arthorilry  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  W.Anley  Hav^es,  M.B,  B.3.,  D.P.H., 

Lord.  Part  Tine 
(Acting  Medical 
Officer  of  Health) 


District  Medical  Officers  and  Public  Vaccinators  : 

Under  Poor  Lnu  E.C.Till  M.R.C.S 

L.R.C.P.  Lord. 

Veterinary  and  Meet  Inspector  :  F.L. Gooch,  F.R.C.V.S.  (Part 

Tine ) 


To  the  Ch''iman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Conniittee  i 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


the  year  1938. 


I  herewith  beg  to  submit  Annual  Report  for 


SECTION  A  -  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  IT^EA. 


A]?6a  1918  acres 

Popu  .1  a  t  j  on  10, 10  0 

Nvraber  of 

inhabited  houses  2684 
Rateable  Value  £64050 
Snn  represented 
by  Id  rate  £250 


Social  Conditions.  The  chief  industries  of  the  Borough  are  the 
manufacture  of  oil  engines;  agricultural  and  electrical  machinery, 

_  Legitimate  |  6^^ 

Live  Birchs  jnegitimate  |  5  3 


) 

) 


Birth  rate  per 
1000  of  estimated 
resident 
population  is 


12.8 


Still  Births 

Legitimate 


Deaths 


7  5 

122  60 


2  Rate  per  1000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births  13,6 

62  Death  rate  per 
1000  ponulation 
is  12. 0“^ 


Deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  NIL 

Deaths  from  other  puerperal 

causes  NIL 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  '  15 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  16 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000” 

illegitimate  live 
births  NIL 
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Deaths  from  MeOsles  (all  ages)  NIL 

Deaths  from  Lliooping -Cough  NIL 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of 

age)  NIL 

Death  rate  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  16 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  4 
Deaths  from  Pneumonia  4 
Deaths  from  Bronchitis  4 

Corresponding  Rates  for  England  and  ITales  : 

Birth  Rate  14,9  increase  of  .1  compared  with  1937 
Death  Rate  12.4  increase  of  .3  compared  v/ith  1937 
Infantile 

Mortality  58  decrease  of  1  compared  with  1937 


SECTION  B  -  GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HELLTH  SERVICES  EOR  THE  . 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  No  Laboratory  exists  in  the 

Borough i 

Diphtheria  swabs  are  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association 
London,  the  cost  being  borne  by  the  Borough. 

(b)  imibulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  Diseases.  As  the  contract  for  the  treatment  of 
infectious  diseases  at  the  Stamford  and  Rutland  General 
Infirmary  ceased  on  the  31st  December,  1938  the  iimbulance 
supplied  by  the  Bourne  Isolation  Hospital  will  in  future 
be  used. 

Non-inf ectious  diseases. 

The  excellent  service  provided  by  the  local  Stamford  Saint 
John  imbulance  Brigade  is  available  at  all  times, 

(o)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  is  provided  by  the  Stamford  Nursing  Association 
vho  employ  one  General  and  one  Mid-Wifery  Nurse  both  being  _ 
however,  registered  Mid-Hives.  This  CounciL  makes  no  provision 
for  nursing  either  infectious  or  non-infect ious  Cc;ses  in 
the  home . 

(d)  Mid-Wifery. 

Three  registered  Mid -Wives  are  practising  in  the  town. 

(e)  Clinics  and  treatment  Centres. 

There  is  an  infant  welfare  clinic  managed  by  a  lay  Committee 
and  supervised  by  the  assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

The  school  clinic  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

There  are  no  day  nurseries,  tuberculosis  or  venereal 
dispensaries. 

initi -Natal. 

No  anti-natal  clinic  is  provided  in  the  Borough. 
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L  scheme  for  anti-nr.tr.l  exrjninr.t ion  of  expectant  mothers 
by  General  Practitioners  is  in  force  at  the  County  expense. 

Cases  of  difficult  labour  are  admitted  to  the  County  Council 
beds  at  Grantham  Hospital.  The  long  distance  involved  by 
ambulance,  however,  rules  out  the  treatment  of  any  really  urgent 
cases  at  Gran tham . 

The  Maternity  Hards  at  the  Stamford  and  Rutland  General  infirmary 
are  the  only  solution. 

(f)  Hospitals. 

(1)  General  Hospital  The  Stamford  and  Rutland  General  Infirmary 
provides  medical,  surgical  and  mid-wifery  treatment. 

It  is  maintained  by  a  Contributory  Scheme  and  private 
donations.  The  staff  consists  of  Hon. Local  Practitioners 
and  Surgeons,  with  an  Hon.  Consulting  Staff.  There  is  also 
a  resident  House  Surgeon.  The  hospital  provides  an 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  and  also  treatment  for  surgical 
tuberculosis  in  special  sun  balconies. 

(2)  Ke Steven  Poor  Law  Infirmary  (Saint  George^ s  Home).  For  the 
^UFeatment  of  aged,  sick  and  mental  defectives: 

(3)  Rest  even  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Shacklewell*  24  beds  are 
provided  here  and  the  number  could  easily  be  extended. 

SECTION  C  -  SiUITARY  CIRCHMSTiHTCES  IN  TIIE 

1.  (i)  The  Borough  is  situated  on  the  River  Welland  and  is  aipplied 

with  a  piped  supply  of  v/ater  o\wied  by  the  Marquess  of  Exeter. 

The  supply,  dravm  from  four  sources,  three  to  the  South 
and  one  to  the  North  of  the  Town,  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity,  and  is  controlled  by  routine 
bacteriological  examinations  at  three  monthly  intervals. 

These  reports  show  the  v/ater  to  be  very  hard,  but  of 
satisfactory  purity. 


(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

By  a  deep  drainage  water  carriage  system. 

Sewage  works  are  up-to-date  and  produce  a  good  effluent 
result , 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Welland  runs  through  the  centre  of  the  town. 

No  action  has  been  taken  or  deemed  necessary  v/ith  regard  to 
pollution. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

All  houses  with  a  very  few  exceptions  of  isolated  dwellings 
are  connected  with  the  deep  water  drainage  system. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing  (a)  Scavenging. 

The  Borough  Council  provide  up-to-date  carts  for  the 
collection  of  house  refuse. 

(b)  Disposal. 

Into  a  tip  on  the  outskirts  of  the  tovm  carried  out  on  the 
Bradford  system. 
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No  nuisance  has  been  reported, 
(iii)  Sanitary  inspection  of  the  area. 


No.  of  Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  135. 
Notices  served  Informal 

Statutory  Sumjaons  Issued 

Complaints  received  during  the  year  22. 

Premises.  Houses  inspected  15. 

Nuisances  abated  15. 

Pigstyes.  Inspected  6. 

Nuisances  abated  4. 

Privies.  Repaired 

Converted  to  pails 
Converted  to  N.Cc's. 

Cesspools  Cleansed 
Aboli shed 

Drains.  Inspected  and  repaired  66. 

Sanitary  Gullies  substituted  for  defective 
trap  s 

Offensive 

Accumulations.  Inspected  11. 

Nuisances  abated  11. 

Wells  repaired 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

The  follovjing  inspections  have  been  made 

Shops,  where  family  only  c?.re  engaged 

and  v/hich  are  provided  with  family 

sanitation  etc.  facilities.  "  147 

do  “  including  licenced  premises 

v/here  the  facilities  were  found 

to  be  already  in  order  189 

do  ~  found  to  be  without  proper 

facilities  v/hi  ch  have  since  been 
provided  with  the  necessary 


sanitary  conveniences 

16 

do  - 

premises  cleaned  and  considerably 
improved 

13 

do  - 

premises  under  consideration  for 
the  required  improvement 

20 

do  - 

still  to  be  inspected  fo^r  these 
purposes 

109 

do  - 

empty 

2 

Total  number  of  premises  under 
the  Acts 

496 

(v) 

Camming 

Sites. 

No  site 

s  exist  in  the  area. 

(Vi) 

Saioke  a' 

bat  ement . 

No  nuisance  has  been  reported  and  no  action  deemed 
necessary  during  the  year, 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  proposal  to  instal  filtration  plant  at  the  Public 
SviAmrning  Baths  owned  by  the  Council  will  be  a  great 
improvement . 


-  h.U 
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.  •  (viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  One  Council  House  and  96  other  houses  found  to 
be  infested  v/ere  disinfested. 

(2)  Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  Associated 
Furaigators  Limited  under  contract  v;ith  the  Council. 

(ix)  Factories. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health, 
including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


1 

Fremi ses 

Number 

Inspections 

of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  v/ith  mechanical 
pov/er 

17 

7 

* 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

10 

Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (including  works  of 
building  and  engineering 
construction  but  not 
including  outworkers^ 
premi ses ) 

TOTAL 

27 

7 

2.  Defects  Found. 


- 

■■  '  '  '  *■  ' 

particulars 

Number  of  defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

1 0  li  *Iki . 
Inspector" 

Numb  er 
of 

defect  s 
in  respect 
of  which 
Pro sect  - 
ions  v:ere 
instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

Overcrov/ding  (S.2) 

Unre  asonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventitlation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (3.6)  . 

^ Insufficient 

1 

1 

sanitary  iunsuitnlDle 

oonveniencGs  (S.7)or  defective 

2 

2 

- 

(Not  separate 
^for  Sexes 

.  . 
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Nr robe r  of  defects 

Number  of 

Referred 

defects  in 

Particulars 

: Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M 

respect  of 

Iiirpector 

v/hi  ch 
Prosecut¬ 
ions  were 
instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

«-) 

(3) 

Other  Offences 

2 

2 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Home  Work  or 
offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule 

to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order 
19  21,  and  re-enacted  in 
the  Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act,  1937) 

TOTAL 

7 

7 

-  -  -  r - 

-  — 1 

4.  Schools. 


SECTION  D  -  HOUSING. 


The  following  inspections  have  been  carried  out 


1.  Inspection  of  D7\relling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

foEir  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  150 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  200 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  dV(/elling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  (above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  - 


(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injuries  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


(4)  No.  of  dv/elling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices 


No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 
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3.  Action  under  Stcitutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act  j  1936  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
v/hich  notices  v/ere  served  requiring 
repairs 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

( a )  By  owner  s 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default 
of  ov/ners 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  v^rere  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  15 

(2)  No.  of  d¥7elling  houses  in  which 
defects  v/ere  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notices 


(a)  By  owners  15 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default 

of  owners  - 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  ’iHich  Demolition  Orders  were 
made 

(2)  No.  of  dv7elling  houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(l)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
V7hi  ch  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(8)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 


(a)  (i) 


No.  of  dwellings  overcrow-ded  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


22 


(ii)  No. 


of  families  dwelling  therein 


22 


(iii)  No. 


of  persons  dv/elling  therein 


109 


(b) 


No.  of  nev;  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year. 


No.  of  cases  of  overcrov/ding  relieved 
during  the  year 


45 


(ii)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  sudi  cases 


(d) 


Particulars  of  any  cases  in  v/hich  dv/elling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
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the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 
the  abatenaent  of  the  overcrov/ding 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to 

overcro?;ding  conditions  which  the  Medical 
Officer  ot  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report 


SECTION  E  - 


(a)  Milk  Sup.oiy ,  —  Dairies,  CoxTsheds  and  Milk  Purveyors  :  — 

Premises  were  inspected  regularly  and  found  to  be 
fairly  satisfactory. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Slaught er-house s  are  inspected  regularly. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Catt le 

excluding 

Qoyis 

Cows 

Calves 

T" 

1 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

669 

- 

41 

3,107 

2880 

Number  inspected 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

1 

10 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

1  per  1000 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1 

I 

1 

j 

- 

- 

NI 

1 

i 

1 

— 

- 

- 

\ 

1 

(c)  Adulteration  etc.  Nil. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.  Nil. 


(e)  Nutrition.  Nil. 
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(f)  Shell  Fish  (Molluscan) 


Nil. 


SECTION  F. 


Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Infectious  and  other  diseases. 

The  contract  for  treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases  at  the 
Stemford  and  Rutland  General  Infirnary  ceased  on  the  31st 
December  1938  oving  to  the  Fever  Bloclrs  at  this  Hospital 
being  closed  doun. 

No  other  Infectious  Diseases  hospital  is  situated  in  the  Borough. 

A  nev;  contract  has  been  entered  into  v/ith  the  South  Kesteven 
Rural  District  Council  for  the  treatment  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Typhoid  and  Para-Tyuhoid  at  their  Isolation  Hosuital 
at  Bourne . 

There  is  no  provision  at  this  Hospital  for  cases  of  Puerperal 
Fever  uhi  ch  in  the  past  have  aluays  been  treated  at  the  Stamford 
Infirmary  Isolation  Blocks.  As  this  latter  Hospital  can  no  longer 
admit  these  coses  a  serious  difficulty" arise s,  tte  only  available 
Hospital  being  some  40  miles  distant  at  Boston,  v/hich  is  obviously 
too  far  for  a  seriously  ill  patient. 

There  has  been  an  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  dux-ing  the  year, 
practically  all  amongst  children,  vjith  one  death. 

The  cases  Y/ere  of  the  malignant  type  necessitating  prolonged  stay 
in  Hospital.  No  system  of  artificial  immunization  exists. 

Prompt  use  is  made  of  ant i -diphtheritic  serum  the  cost  of  which 
is  borne  by  the  Council. 

Four  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  (infantile  Paralysis)  occurred 
during  the  year  all  being  within  a  short  space  of  time. 

There  were  tv/o  fatalities  both  from  respiratory  paralysis 
in  the  very  early  stages  of  the  disease  (3  -  4  days). 

No  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  or  other  streptococeal  infections 
have  occurred. 


No  epidemic  of  influenza  occurred  during  the  Rinter. 

Again  owing  to  the  closure  of  the  Stamford  Fever  Blocks  Hospital 
accommodation  for  complicated  non-not if iable  infections  is 
extremely  limited.  There  v/ould  be  no  beds  available  for 
influenzal  pneumonia,  etc.,  at  the  Hospital  at  the  present  time. 

Notifiable  diseases  during  the  year,  1938 


Pise  ase . 

a.iallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid 

Puerperal  Fever 


Total 

Cases 
Notified . 

Cases 
admitt  ed 
to  Ho sp. 

Total 
Deaths . 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

8 

8 

Nil. 

14 

14 

Or  e . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

1 

Nil . 

4 

4 

Nil. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 


V( 


L 
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Disease . 


Pneimionia 

Acute  Polionyelitis 
Erysipelas 
Cerebrospinal  Fever 
Meningitis 


Tctc-1 
Ca  se  s 
Notified . 


4 

4 

1 


Co  ses 
admitted 
to  Hos'o, 


4 

2 

1 

1 

1 


Total 

Deaths 


1 

2 

Nil. 

1 

1 


(a)  Cancer.  No  undue  prevalence  in  the  District.  No 

treatment  or  propaganda  centre  exist. 

(b)  Prevention  of  Blindness.  Nil. 

(c)  Teberculosi s.  No-  cases  and  mortality  during  193S. 


Age  Periods. 


Noo  Cases. 

Respirafc  ory.  Non -Res;  jratory. 


Deaths . 

Respiratory  Non-Re spratocy 


0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  and  Uvimrds 


M, 


1. 

2, 


1. 


F. 


1. 


M. 


1. 


1. 

1. 

2. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


1. 


Totals 


4 


1 


1.  4 


1 
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